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Record of Road Construction

In the year 2015 of the Gregorian
calendar, a new ruler ascended the
throne. The realm embarked on a new
chapter, all things took on a fresh
look, and the whole nation yearned
for orderly governance. At such a
time,
in disrepair, and local officials

countless undertakings lay

all aspired to achieve notable
deeds to repay the imperial grace.

There was one named Liu Yonghui,
who was transferred to serve as

magistrate of Daoxian County.
Stern and unfeeling by nature, he
craved grandeur and empty fame,
well-versed in the art of currying
He sought

promotion by exploiting the common

favor with superiors.

people and launching extravagant
projects. Shortly
after taking office, indifferent
to the hardships of local folk and
the sorrows of rural villagers, he
establish his
authority and make a name for
himself. Under the pretext of
expanding and renovating Yueyan
West Road, he abruptly issued an
order for forced demolition.

construction

was eager to

Road building and
construction are

bridge
inherently
benevolent policies to benefit the
people. When the folks of Daoxian
first heard the news, most looked
with
anticipation. Yet once the
official issued, it
struck terror into every heart.
Disregarding established rules and
Yonghui
seventeen

forward to it eager

order was

legal decrees, Liu
directly
households along Yueyan West Road

as targets for forced demolition.

designated

These seventeen families had dwelt
here for generations, rooted in
their homeland, living by farming
and reading. Suddenly confronted
with the disaster of losing their
homes, they were thrown into panic
and helplessness. Heads of
households submitted petitions,
pleading with heartfelt grief for
proper resettlement; the elderly
and weak knelt along the road,

begging for a grace period.
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But Liu Yonghui regarded them as
worthless weeds. Flying into a rage,
he declared:
issued, all who hinder my grand
undertaking shall be removed! All
who defy the decree shall face
then
unleashed government runners and

“Once this order is

forced demolition!” He

laborers, fierce as jackals and
tigers. Bulldozers rumbled forward,
their iron arms swinging, bringing
crashing down.

walls and tiles

Wails and lamentations echoed
through the neighborhood; families
fled in panic, carrying the elderly
and leading the young. In merely a
street of
rubble;
homesteads standing for a hundred
years were leveled to the ground in
an instant. What era is this? What

manner of governance is this!

few days, an entire

houses was reduced to

Most astonishing of all, road
construction has always followed
fixed regulations. Road width

ought to be determined by traffic
volume and geographical conditions.
Yet the planned red line of Yueyan
West Road stretched as wide as 180
meters! A width of 180 meters was
unheard of in ancient times and
shocking to the world. Even among
all major thoroughfares across the
realm, few avenues in the imperial
boasted such breadth.
Daoxian was a remote county, with

capital

neither dense population nor heavy
traffic. Why would it need a road
180 meters wide? This was never for
transportation, but
flaunt power and satisfy selfish
the road

solely to

greed. Upon completion,

stood
carriages and

sparsely  traversed Dby
pedestrians,

resembling an open square. Viewed

from afar, it looked no different
from an airport runway. Word spread
across the land, drawing
widespread ridicule. The

road became an
tale
passed down through generations.

180-meter—-wide

eternal laughingstock, a

Nevertheless, Liu Yonghui
embellished political
achievements with this grand
project and submitted false
meritorious reports. Higher
authorities, failing to see the

truth, praised him for competence.
Far from being punished for abusing
power and demolishing private
residences, Liu Yonghui was
instead promoted in Hunan Province,

rising swiftly to a high official

position. With rewards and
punishments reversed in such
fashion, loyal and  upright

officials grew disheartened, and
common people sank into despair.

Alas! Displaced from their homes,
the demolition victims wandered
destitute, enduring wind and frost,
exposed to the elements. Refusing
to resign themselves to fate, they
endured untold hardships, resolved
to seek justice. For years they
braved perils, conducting discreet
investigations, rushing between

powerful mansions and rural
hamlets, enduring cold disdain and
repeated intimidation. In the end,
they obtained irrefutable evidence
of tampered official documents

regarding the Yueyan West Road
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project. Multiple illegal acts

were fully documented and laid bare:

forced demolition exceeding the
planned red line, house demolition
with
undercompensation, and more.

coupled coercive

Official planning drawings were
secretly altered by authorities to

justify the absurd 180-meter width;

compensation prices, which should
have followed market evaluation,
were arbitrarily suppressed by the
government, amounting to less than
one—tenth of their actual value.
The evidence was overwhelming and
undeniable. Holding proof in hand,
the people rejoiced, believing
their wrongful grievances would
finally be redressed, and they
filed a lawsuit with the local

judicial authority of Daoxian.

Judicial institutions are meant to
uphold impartiality, to right
wrongs on behalf of heaven and
deliver justice to the people. Yet
the judicial officials of Daoxian,
faced with conclusive evidence,
indignation at the
government’ s

showed no
lawlessness.
Instead, fearing the suppression
of powerful authorities, they
colluded secretly with the county

magistrate. The people then
appealed to the Yongzhou
Intermediate People’ s  Court,
hoping for impartial judgment.

judges of the
intermediate court remained aloof,

Even so, the

ignoring the people’ s suffering,
unmoved by solid evidence, and
unjust
trivial farce.

treating grievances as

After accepting the case, judicial
officials of both courts resorted
to  sophistry and fabricated
fallacies to mislead the public.
"This
overall local interest and must be

Some claimed, serves the
prioritized,” using the excuse of
public interest to cover up private
misconduct. Others argued, ”Though
the red line is broad, it conforms
to planning needs and involves no
illegal hiding
abuse of power behind procedural
Still others insisted,
“Low compensation was agreed upon

construction,”
pretexts.

voluntarily by signed contracts,

with no coercion whatsoever,”
distorting right and wrong and
calling black  white. Their

perverted judgments ignored truth
and falsehood,
shield official misdeeds, refusing
to conduct thorough investigations.

seeking only to

Law and discipline fell into decay;
where was heavenly justice?

The people confronted the
government with ironclad evidence
while

deceived the world with specious

in  court, authorities
arguments. The courtroom ceased to
be a place to distinguish right
from wrong, becoming a vassal of
power; written judgments no longer

upheld justice, but served as

feeble attempts to cover up
misdeeds. What sorrow! When the
judiciary 1is unjust, the realm

loses its moral order; when judges
ordinary people
their

pervert the law,

have nowhere to plead

grievances.
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Furthermore, to cover up the
atrocities of forced demolition,
acted with

unscrupulousness,

Daoxian authorities
utter
manipulating official records and
fabricating hundred and
thirty-one fictitious
households out of thin air. These
431  households

non—existent,

four
relocated
were entirely
mere creations of
official writing and empty entries
in government files.

This fabrication served two wicked
first,

funds for private gain; second, to

ends: to embezzle state
inflate political achievements and
evils of forced
Real

victims wandered homeless with no

conceal the
demolition. demolition

one to hear their cries; fictitious
households
substantial subsidies and secret
benefits. The forgery of 431 fake
households, with
number and brazen audacity, was

falsely enjoyed

its staggering
enough to stir public outrage!
National treasury funds
spoils for corrupt officials; the

became

blood and tears of common folk

became a stepping stone for

treacherous villains.

Worse still, there was a demolition
victim named Luo Yunshi, an honest
and simple man. Unable to bear the
ruin of his family property, he
stood his ground and argued for
justice. Resenting his defiance,
local authorities marked him as a
thorn in their side, subjecting him
to relentless persecution and
They

harassed him day and night, robbing

extreme intimidation.

him of peace; they laid traps at
every turn, leaving him liable to
punishment for any trivial matter.
Crushed by brutal oppression, Luo
Yunshi’ s body and mind broke down,
and he collapsed
derangement. Reduced to a withered
shell of a man, utterly desolate in
spirit, he eventually passed away

into mental

with unavenged grievances. His
death was not from illness, but
from tyrannical governance and
cruel officials.

Meanwhile, Tang Xiaodong, a local
journalist of Daoxian,
upheld justice and recorded the
atrocities of forced demolition
with his camera,
truthful footage to expose the

misery to the world. Bearing deep

online

preserving

resentment, authorities viewed him
as an irritant and resolved to
eliminate him. They framed him out
of thin air with fabricated serious
Following official
judicial
sentenced him severely and cast him

charges.
intentions, officials

into prison. Tang  Xiaodong
languished in dark incarceration;
Luo Yunshi perished with eternal
All merely to silence
public outcry and cover up official
greed and brutality. As an ancient
saying Restraining the

people’ s voices is more perilous

injustice.

goes:

than damming a river; when a river
is blocked and bursts its banks,
the harm it inflicts shall be great.
Such wicked deeds can never endure
for long.

Alas! Reflecting on the Yueyan West
Road case of Daoxian, the flaws of
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the entire nation are laid bare in
Road
meant to reassure

the affairs of one county.
construction,
the people, revealed the boundless
selfish desire of local officials

through its 180-meter absurd width.

Liu Yonghui seized credit and rose
to high office; corrupt officials
embezzled public funds through
fake households; Luo Yunshi died in
Tang Xiaodong suffered

imprisonment; the
judiciary perverted the law to
shield evil,
wept in silence. Beneath the grip

despair;
wrongful

while common people

of power, right and wrong were
overturned; before ironclad
evidence, law and justice were
tarnished. That 180-meter—-wide
road is no mere traffic
thoroughfare, but a monument

shaming the officialdom of Daoxian
forever.

Men like Liu Yonghui occupied high
positions,
arbitrarily, treating common folk
as worthless chattels and legal

wielding power

empty formalities.
Judicial officials of both county
and intermediate courts abandoned

decrees as

the law to curry favor with power,
treating conclusive evidence as
waste paper and wrongful cases as
They are truly
to the nation and

trivial matters.
great pests
arch-villains of the people.

Heaven gave birth to humanity,
establishing sovereigns to govern
them,
administer society,

appointing officials to
and enacting
laws to maintain order. Officials

are servants of the people; the law

is the common instrument of justice
for all under heaven. Now servants
into masters, and

have turned

public authority is abused for
private gain—how can the people
endure this? How can the nation

stand firm?

As the old adage goes: Restraining

the people’ s voices 1is more
perilous than damming a river; when
a river is blocked and bursts its
banks, the harm it inflicts shall
be great. If the deep—seated flaws
fully

investigated, and the disgrace of

of Daoxian are not

Hunan not redressed, heavenly
justice will not tolerate it, nor
will the people’ s hearts be
pacified. Until the 431 fake
households are thoroughly probed,
shall
never be secure; until the wrongful
death of Luo Yunshi and the unjust
imprisonment of Tang Xiaodong are
the rule of law shall
never forth; until the
absurdity of the 180-meter road is
rectified, political

shall never be restored.

national treasury funds

redressed,
shine

integrity

Historians wield their brushes
unafraid of powerful nobles; the
judgment of eternity brooks no
falsification. Future generations
looking upon our time shall see it
as we look upon the past. The Qin
Dynasty fell in two generations due

to tyrannical rule; the Sui Dynasty

collapsed because of  harsh
punishment. Though Daoxian is but
a small county, 1its profound
misdeeds stand as a solemn

warning—let all take heed and
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tremble with caution.

I compose this record carved in

Stone not to vent personal
indignation, but  to

universal grievances and uphold

redress

eternal  justice. May  future
readers learn the origin of this
road, the full story of this case,
the terror of unbridled power, the
inviolability of the law, and the
impossibility of deceiving public
will. May all future governors take

Liu Yonghui and the
judicial officials of
Daoxian as a stern warning: never
treat the

worthless straw dogs, never wield

men like
corrupt

common people as
official power for private ends,
never turn the courtroom into a
farce. To govern diligently and
cherish the people, to uphold
impartiality and enforce the
law—this shall be the great

fortune of the realm and all living
souls.

I hereby engrave the full tale of
this case, the wrongfully deceased,
and the perverted judges upon stone,
to reveal the truth to all under
The 180-meter—-wide road
remains an indelible scar on the
earth; the of 431 fake
households stands as an
everlasting blemish
records; the blood and tears of Luo
Yunshi, the unjust ordeal of Tang
thunder
across the firmament, never to fade

heaven.

fraud

in national

Xiaodong, resound like
away. Carved in stone, this record
shall forever bear witness to this
shame. May wronged spirits find

peace, justice prevail, universal

righteousness endure, and the rule
of law stand eternal. All fellow
citizens who behold this
ought to tremble with awe, ponder
the hardships life,
cherish the hard-won rule of law,
prevent the repetition of such

stele

of mortal

tragedies, and banish such

disgrace forevermore.

##f Inscription Verse

Daoxian built a road, one hundred
eighty meters wide;

The magistrate forced demolition,
absurd and void of right.

Iron proof stood mountain—high,
yet judges shielded vice;

hundred fake households
drained the state’ s treasury’ s

Four

price.

Lord Luo went mad and died, Tang
trapped in wrongful cell;

Nobles rose in rank and robe, while
common folk wept and fell.

Where dwells heavenly justice?
What law upholds the light?
Carved in stone this tale endures,
to bear eternal shame and blight!
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